
 
 
  

CITIZENS UNITED FOR PEACE AND STABILITY 

 

Benin based ICCFM Church uses 
the Holy name of Christ to commit 

financial exploitation and human 
trafficking using IDPs from the 

North 
Letter to his Excellency, President Muhammadu 

Buhari, GCFR. 
Dr. Idris Ahmed. 

      



2 | CUPS Letter to his Excellency President Muhammadu Buhari - 13/8/2015 
 

Your Excellency, 

According to figures obtained from Geneva based Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre 

(IDMC), and National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), there are currently 

1,538,982 Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Nigeria. Most of these IDPs come from the 

North Eastern states of Boryo, Yobe and Adamawa states. This figure is significantly lower 

than the estimated figures of 3.3 million flaunted by the government at the end of 2013. 

Contrary to general belief, there are also IDPs that come from inter-communal clashes in all 

parts of Nigeria, except in Zamfara, Soko, and Kebbi states. The worst state hit by inter-

communal clashes is Plateau state. 

Your Excellency, the IDPS are 

the most vulnerable group of 

people living in Nigeria today. 

Regardless of their source of 

displacements (Inter-communal 

violence or Boko Haram 

insurgency), quite often the IDPs 

tend to lose everything that they 

ever owned – family members, homes, businesses, farmlands etc. Because of corruption and 

widespread level of lawlessness in certain parts of the North East where the government was 

non-existent during the defunct Goodluck Jonathan era, threat to this vulnerable group of 

people is quite often exacerbated by organised criminals like thieves, drugs dealers, pimps, 

and human traffickers among others. 

Of the human traffickers, the worst ones are those that masquerade themselves as religious 

NGOs, who on the surface seem all well and good, but behind the scenes operate as deadly as 

it can get. Besides trafficking the IDPs, these organizations also use the refugees to extort 

money from foreign 

international donors, who are 

totally oblivious of the working 

machinations of these 

organizations. One of such 

organizations is a supposedly 

missionary organization called 

International Christian Centre 

For Missions (ICCFM), which is based in Benin, Edo state. It is run by one Pastor Solomon 

A. Folorunsho. They are based at 45, Umamwen Street, Ogida Qtrs, Benin. The IDP refugee 

centre itself is based at Uhogua, at the outskirts of Benin city. 
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CUPS INVESTIGATION AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT 

 

1. CUPS is informed by reliable sources that 

ICCFM had managed through bribery and 

corruption to smuggle 1,300 IDPs from 

Northern Nigeria, most of whom are children.  

Out of this total, 941 of them are from the 

North East. This was done without proper 

documentation and authorisation of the 

Federal Government and the state 

governments concerned. The hopeless defunct 

Gooluck Jonathan administration allowed its 

citizens to become refugees in their ancestral 

lands through the Boko Haram insurgency. The same criminal government allowed them to 

be ferried from their native states to far away parts of the country without due process of law. 

How does one explain a supposedly religious NGO being allowed to ferry 941 IDPs, mostly 

children, from Adamawa, Borno and Yobe to Benin, without anybody raising alarm? For the 

avoidance of doubt, this is a journey of 1,295 Kilometres. This is clearly a conspiracy that 

has the connivance of some government officials and law enforcement agents too. 

2. Your Excellency, the CUPS organization has obtained a privileged list of all the 941 IDPs 

that hailed from Adamawa, Borno and Yobe state who are currently held at the ICCFM camp. 

The list is detailed as follows: 

FEMALES 

Age Range in Years Number of IDPs 

0 - 3 11 

4 - 7 32 

8 - 11 72 

12 - 15 132 

16 - 19 73 

20 - 23 4 

24 - above 13 

Total Females: 337 
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MALES 

Age Range in Years Number of IDPs 

0 - 3 5 

4 - 7 50 

8 - 11 138 

12 - 15 237 

16 - 19 154 

20 - 23 12 

24 - above 8 

Total Males: 604 

Grand Total: 337 + 604 = 941 

 

3. A review of the ICCFM website 

showed that the section dedicated 

to their “Home for the Needy” 

(www.homefortheneedy.com/en) is 

nothing but a shameless 

showcasing of the 1,300 IDPs that 

they hijacked from the Northern 

states. The ICCFM is clearly using 

these refugees as a means to a 

nefarious end. These IDPs are used as cash cows for raising donations for the organisation. 

CUPS investigation showed that the IDP facility at the ICCFM is a ramshackle open hall, 

which by their admission is designed for no more than 400 people, but is now used to 

accommodate 1,300 refugees. Condition in the ramshackle hall becomes dicey when it rains, 

as seen in one of the video footage posted on the website.  It is absolutely important that the 

Federal Government comes to the rescue of these unfortunate refugees before some serious 

damage is done to them, especially the most vulnerable ones among them. It is the 

responsibility of the Federal Government to protect its citizens under all circumstances. 

 

4. As things stand today, the 

Federal Government has 

immense leverage over the 

ICCFM as far as the laws of the 

land are concerned. First of all, 

the ICCFM is not a properly 

licenced organisation to keep 

IDPs, especially children. 

Secondly, there was no express 

permission given to the ICCFM by the Federal Government, state governments where the 

IDPs originate from, or the Edo state government where the IDPs are held. Thirdly, the 
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management of the ICCFM cannot produce a satisfactory internal or external independent 

auditing system to demonstrate that the IDPs’ physical, mental, health, educational, cultural, 

and religious needs are being adequately catered for at the centre where they are held. To this 

end, the Federal Government has the laws of the land on its side. Your Excellency, if 

necessary, a Court Order could be obtained to shut down the ICCFM centre and also charge 

its proprietors for child abduction and criminal negligence. 

 

4. The Federal Government 

should treat this case carefully but 

firmly. All efforts should be made 

to take away the refugees 

amicably without the use of force. 

All diplomatic channels should be 

explored. The use of Force should 

be the last resort. It is important 

for the government not to 

traumatise an already traumatised group of children. Furthermore, the capacity of such 

organisations like the ICCFM to bring bad publicity to a Federal Government that is clearly 

doing its best to save its citizens from harm's way should not be underestimated. 

 

5. Before removing the IDPs from the 

ICCFM camp, the Federal Government 

should make a concerted effort and negotiate 

with some Northern State governments who 

are willing to host the IDPs at a short notice. 

The new facilities must be much better than 

the dilapidated facilities available at the 

ICCFM centre. The Federal Government should be prepared to shoulder some or the entire 

financial burden associated with such a move. 

 

6. Your Excellency, since these refugees are all form the North East, most of them are likely 

to be of the Islamic faith. It is therefore wholly wrong for the Federal Government to 

abandon them in the hand of a missionary centre with dubious records. Similarly, it will be 

wholly wrong for the Federal Government to abandon Christian children in the hands of a 

Muslim NGO with dubious history. The Federal Government has the moral responsibility to 

protect the tribal, religious, and cultural identities of all its citizens. To this end, the new IDP 

centres negotiated with participating Northern Governments must be able to cater for all the 

needs of the refugees, including their spiritual needs. 

 

7. Your Excellency, it is our humble opinion at CUPS that as a matter of urgency, the Federal 

Government should ban all NGOs that are not fit for purpose from transporting and hosting 

IDPs, regardless of what source of conflict they emanate from. Especially dedicated 

government sponsored IDP centres like those run by NEMA, should be tasked with 

transporting hosting all IDPs throughout the country. 
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8. Furthermore, the Federal 

Government should ban the 

movement of IDPs from their 

local ancestral lands to far away 

states where they risk losing 

their linguistic, religious, and 

cultural identities. Nigerians are 

encouraged to intermingle for 

cohesion purposes. However, 

that intermingling must be done when the participants are fully aware of the implications, as 

is the case with the National Youth Service Corpse (NYSC) scheme. 

 

9. Your Excellency, finally, CUPS is reliably informed that the sole reason the ICCFM is 

hanging on to these unfortunate 1,400 IDPs from the North is the fact that the organisation 

has applied for financial grant from a UK based international charity. The grant is in the tune 

of £500,000 - £1 Million (N150 Million – N300 Million). These refugees are used as a bait to 

secure this grant. CUPS believe that once this substantial amount of money is secured, the 

ICCFM may decide to let go these refugees. As mentioned earlier, according to a credible 

research conducted by IDMC, there are IDPs resulting from inter-communal clashes in all 

parts of Nigeria, except in Zamfara, Soko, and Kebbi states. Charity they say, begins at 

home. If the ICCFM is sincere with its intentions, why not mobilise the IDPs in Edo and 

neighbouring state? Why take the immense trouble to travel 1,295 Kilometres up North to 

secure IDPs, and through the most dubious of methods? Swift action is needed to mitigate 

this situation, your Excellency. 

 

 

I remain your loyal citizen, your Excellency. 

 

 

Dr. Idris Ahmed. 

(President and Founder of CUPS). 
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